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ABSTRACT . * >■ ^ . i V 

In a:n e'ffort tp underscore the importance of the book 
and written word^ Public >La¥. 95-129 was signed by President carter in^ 
1977 establishing the Center ft)r. the Book in the Library of Congress* 
This pamphlet reports on. the j^ogress made, in the first year of 
planning during four meetings^directed at potential activities^ the 
international flow of books^ organizational structure^ and the 
history of books and printing • . Also included is a list .of advisors 
ta^id Library of Congress staff members who attended one or more o'f the 
meetings and a verbatim reproduction of PL 95-129. (JVP) 
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INTRODUCTION 



,V. * * , AlTe Center for the Book in the Library of' Congress was 

established by an Act of^ongress. Public taw 95-129, signed by President 
Carte^on October^ 13, 19/7. With this law^the Congress affirmed its belief in 
* *'the importance of ^the printed word and the book** and recognized the need 
for continued study and development of the written record as '^cenTral to our 
understanding of ourselves and^ouf .world." President Carter approved tfie 
legislation as ^'a continuing indication** df his ?"coTrunitroeiat^;^o' scholarly^ 
^ research arid the development of public -interest in booksr^ird reading." 
t The new^ law was oni^ result of'^S^^ftview of the Library *s activities initiated 
by Librarian of Corigress Daniel J. Boorifirf^ In early 1^77 an advisory group 
"noted thit. even' though the entire function of th^ Library of Congress obvi- 
ously related to -^the role of the . book in American culture, it would be useful ^ 
- to* creafie a' new hp^y spjscifiaailly designed to increase appreciation of £he 
crJ^ot^-^Mkrarian^Boorstm agreed, as did Representative Lucien 



'>N?'Ngd^gpf'Michig^ Senator Howard Cannon of Nevada, tire Chairman 

.anc^' Vic^^^airfnah, respectively, of the Joint -Committee oh the Libra'ry and;^ 
^ ^ the ccfe^Si^rs of the legislation. At the planning meeting held sli^^i^fy after 
-.-.approval pf P. L.*- 95-129, -^he Librarian described the purpose of^the new 



Center: **to organize^ focus^ and dramatize our nation *s. in terest and^^attention 
»l.i-_.T.^_T 1.:?^ , ... t , - , fiscal- 



Ojn the' bcitok, to marshal the^nation*s ^upport — spiritual, physical, /ahc 
" for the book.** - ^ , . / - 

The Center for" the Book hopes >to serve as a catalyst in the book world, 
worling through and with other dfiganizations.^to stin^u^ate ^mterest iri the 
boof^ to ^expiorq^ issues related to theu crucial role of the printed word-in our 
cultureX^p.^erwrourage reading, and t>3^ncour^ge research a'bout books ancl 
about reading. The Center*s goal is to. bring together— in spirit and in action — 
authors, publishers, -booksellers,- librarians,- educators, scholars, critics, and, 
above all, readers who^are concerned about the role of the^ book*in our 
society- Its activities will be carried out in the spirit c/f the Charter of the 
. Book, set forth in -1972 during International Book ^Year* The^ Charter's «en 
. principles are: 



X ^ Everyone has the right to read- 

Books are essential to education.'' 

Society has a^-sgecial obligation to establish /the conditions, in which' 
authors can exercise their creative role^ 

O • • 1 ^ 
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A sound publishing industry is essential to national development. 

Book manufacturing* facilities sCre necessary to tKe development of pub-~ 

lishing. " ^ 

Booksellers, provide a fundatnental s^vice as a link between publishers 

and the reading public. 
_ • Libraries are national resources for the txansfer of information and 
^knowledge,, for the enjoyment of wisdom and beauty- 
Documentation serves books by preserving and making available essenTial 

background matcriaL - • , 

The fi^e flow of books between countries is an essential supplement to 

national supplies and promotes^intematiortal understanding. 
Books serve international understanding and peaceful cooperation. 

To support these ideals and its own objectives, rhe Center is developing a 
- ' .national advisory structure and ar variety of seminar^ research,' publication, 
ejxhibit, and audiovisual ^yrogtams.- All of the Cc -iter's activities are being 
planned in collaboration with otKer organizations and Library of Congress 
offices, ' , " ' 

The Library*^ comprehensive collections and the diverse: skills of its special- 
ists will greatly enrich the Ccnter^s endeavors. In tum» the Center will en- 
. hancc thc^Library's established progranris and j?rovide a new internal focus for 
Tnany' of its activitigfi:^The varied nature „oT the Library activities- will enable 
it to enlis% the co^operatioji of a wide ralige of organizations, many of which 
(e.g*, the cpmmunications industry, edifcatipnal groups, -«»nd government 
agencies) rqxely consider themselves part of the book community. Represen- 
^ tatives fro'm rrkany of these organizations are being invited tcf serve pn tjie 
Ceiiter^s National Advisory Bo^rd which is headed by^ George^ C McGhee, 
fomier anibassador to Turkey- ^d Th& 'Federal Republic of Germany and 
form ^chairman of the board, of the SattcrcLzy IZczvietu. Within the -Library df 
Congress itself the Center will remain small. It v^l rely, when appropriate/ 
on the staffs of Various divisions, on organizations outside the Library, and on 
volunteers. ' - ' * ^ - ' - * ^ ' 

\ Proposals* for specific seminars^ programs, and research projects are wel-*' 
come- The interests of the Center £or t"he Book encompass a broad range of 
subjects, including the educational and cultural role of the bocTk; tlic histor^ 
of books and printing; the future of the book, especially as it relates to-iTS"^- 
cechn-ologies ara'd:»other media; the international flow of books and the contri^ 
bution 'of the ^book to intern^^^onal • understa-nding; authorship- and writing; 
the publishing, design, and production of books; the distribution, ^<zc^ss^ ancr 
use of books and printed material^; reading; literacy; and the role and influ- 
^ence of the insiitutTons of the book^world, - * 

The Center for the Book* is privately funded. We are grateful to Mrs. Charles 
W. Engelhard, Jr. and McGraw-Hill^ Inc. for supporting the Center's initial 
activities, especially tlie four planning meetings summarized in- this pamphlet. 
Many of the worthwhile ideas proppsed during these naeetings can be under- 



taken only vvith^h and money —from individuals -Mid brgaiii- 

zations outside the Library of Congress. The Center 'appreciateSv the aid it has 
received from other organizations through the cooperative sponsorship of 
several of the events listed in ' the chrbnology that follows. Finally, we 
acknowledge the help of many individuals who have taken time from their 
busy schedules to assist in our mutual effort to, in Dr. Boorstinjs words, 
"make this agc^ this nation, and this place a staging ground for a Renaissance 
of the Book,*' • - " 



1977 . 
October 13 



October 20 



* ' THE XDENTER FQR THE BOOK 
THE PLAI^MIMG YEAR—AMJDBEYOMJD 

* 

President Carter si^s P.L, 95-129, establishing the*' Center £br 
tKe Book in the Library of Congress. ^ 

Planning meeting: potential activities of th*e Centex for the 
Book* / * ' 



1978 



February 14 Illustrated' tCaXk about British and ContinrenfalbS^ok bindings 
by Miijam Foot,. Assistant Keeper, Rare Book Collections, The 
'British Library* , ^' - , 



February 23 Planning meeting: the international flow of books. - 

March 23 Planning meeting: the organizational Structure of the Center 

for the Book. ' 



April ^13 



Illustrated talk by San Francisco book designer Adrian Wilson 
about the jesearch and discoveries that led to the publication 
of his 7^ Making of the Nziremb&'g Chronicle (1977) 



A^Jril 13-14 
April 26-27 



Planning mleeting: the history of books and printing. 

National seminar on ''Television, the Book, and the Cl^s- 
room,'* cosponsored with the U,S- Office of Education, Morti- 
mer J, Adler and Frank Stanton are the- featured speakers- 



June 26 ' (Chicago) Reception "^1^^ Chicago authors,^ cosponsored with 

the American Library Association dixring its annizal. conven- 
'tion- s / 
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October 10 ProTgram on "The Book in Mexico:" * 

October 23 Illiistrated talks by- John Dreyfus and Hans Schmiller on 
**Four Masters of Twe*nticth Century Printing,''' . 

November 13 Lecture by aaitH'or Jill Pato^ Walsh, commemorating National 
^ Children's Book Week, 



1979 



March 12-13 Program on children's books and reading. 

April 25-26 National seminar on "The Textbook in American Education,' 
cospbnsored with the U.S. National Institute of Education, 



June 



(Dallas) Reception for Texas authors, cosponsored with the 
American Library Association during its anntiial convention. 



(May }97^) 
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\ platsinung 
meetings 



POTENT1A.JL A^CTIX^rriES OF THE CEMTER FOR-THE BOOK 

October 20, 1977 * . 



F 

JLoi 



.orty-three individuals firom various parts of the United 
States met*^ the "Whit tali" Pavilion -on October 20 to help the Library plan the 
activities, of its new Center for th^ Book- President Carter signed P.LI 95-129^ 
creating the" Center, on October 13, 1977. The Center's purpose is to stimu- 
late interest in the role-of the book in society* to^tudy the history and future 
prospects of the bpok^ and to f^rornpte books and reading. 

Librarian- of Cbn'giress Danie J *J. 'Boorstin opened the day-long October 20 
meeting by introducing , Repi>ese'ntative Lucien N, Nedzi^^ chairm*an the 
Joint Committee on the. Library aind cosponsor of the bill to /create the 
Center- The other cosponsor^ .Senator Howard Cannon, was represefinted by 
William Co<shrane, staffs director ot the Senate Committee on Rules and 
Administration. The Librarian also introduced John Y. jCole, Office of Plan- 
ning and Development^ who will be in charge of the Center. 

In his opening remarks- The Librarian described why the Center was needed 
and why it shouTd be at the Library of.Congress- . 

You yxajy wordier why the Library a fX^rt^esSy which, of ^11 places on 
earthy £r a center for the book should now become a place for the estab- 
lishing of the Center for the Book^ It is' to orgaytixe, focttSy and. dramatize 
otcr nation's interest and attention on the book, to marshal the nation's 
support — spiritual, physical, and fiscal—for the booh. 

The Times call for it. Why? Because this is a multimedia, electronic, 
• media-riddeny annuaUmodel age. 

The Place is here- This institution has a greater vested intere^ in the 
book than an^^oth^ place on ear^h. For us, the book is not only a vested 
interest but a vested idea^ Because we at the Library of Congress^oUect 
knowledge and entertaznrriertt resources dn all media — in film and on tapCy 
on phonograph^ records and on motion pictures, in manuscript, from 
radio and tetewsion, on maps: — as well as in books, and we have the 

lie ^ 



world's^great collections An thesa matiut; bccausa.^tui* ar^^the^^rcata^t 

, copyright deposit in all formuts; because we collect in all languages (468 

at the last count!), becavcse ti^e have been doing this for 1 77 years ^ and 

will go on for more cent%iries. Because of all this, tue know, better than 

anyc^ne else, the dangers of the book being stifled, drowned, suffocated, 

buHed^ obscured, mislaid, misunderstood, ununderstood, unread— both 

from neglect and from the rising level of the increasing flood. Because we 

da serve the CorigresSy whos<^* interests Icnhw no bcK^^rids, because wc serve 

all libraries, scholars of all sorts and conditions, jteahihers, readers^ quasi- 

readers, semi-readers, and even^ we suspect' non-dreader^ 

yis the national library of a great free republic, we ni%ve a special duty 

- and a special interest to see that books do not go unreahL that they arc 

read by all ^^es and^ conditions,^ that books are not burieH^in their ow^ 

excess, under their own drjDSs, no,t lost from neglect nor obs^ATed from'^us 

by specious alternatives and syndetic substitutes, A,s the national library 

of the most technologically advanced nation on earth, we have a special 

duty, too, to see that the booh is the useful, illuminatingi. servant of all 

other technologies, and ^hat all other technologies' become the effective, 

* illuminating acolytes of the hook. 

The Library of Congress is our mission headquarters, but we hope ancl 

expect to train and encourage missionaries all over our nzition^ Unlike 

some other-' missions, this missiotx is explosively ecumenical. Ma other 

mission fan be more ecumenicaL For the book is the ^nost conservative 

# 

and the most liberal, thp most traditional and the most revolutionary of 
media, the most atheistical and the most reverential, the most retrospec* 
tive, and the most futuristic. It is^^Qurj^uty tc^keep that mission energeti- 
cally alive. The book \ is the reservoir of all^ the ideas that we have 
forgotten, and will be ^e reservoir for ideas still uhbom, , . 

Today we are here, encouraged by our (Congress and our President, 
host%d by the greatest library on eartlz, to find ways to fill the special 
needs of our time and^ our nation, to seize the opportunities I have 
suggested, to find new opportunities, and to' keep otirselves ready for still 
newer oppor^funities. Her^ we shape plans for a grand national effort to 
make all our people eager, avid, understanding, critical readers. To make 
this age, this nation, and this place the^staging ground for a Reruzissance 
of the Book. " ^ , 

** . ' . 

Several individtials were invited to speak about what tKey would like to see 
the Center for the'^Book do — its potential in their respective areas of interest- 
Their talks, organized ^ound several aspects of the bpok, provided t^e frame- 
work jfbr the day'sS^iscussion. . 

lR,eading of Baoks - ^ 

Robert Wedgeworth described the long-standing* interest of the American 
Library Association (ALA) in promoting books and reading, including a new 



ALA-sponsorcd book rc^Hew column that now appears m over 700 U.S. ncws- 

— papers- Since- television IS" thc_niostrirnportant influence on" our cuirare todays, 

he urged the Centner to find ways that television could be used to improVc and 
ejicouragc reading skills. It al^o should hp used to piyDmotc the book itself. - 
For example* the Center should work with the television networks, or per- 
haps with public television, to develop a major television series abou.t the jjole ' 
the book has played and is playing tfi our society. 

The next speaker, Theodore WallerT^-ddressed the quqstio>ns of literacy alid^J ^ 
th/e development of lifetime reading habits, exprcssrrkg his feeling that^bd^h^ 
to|5ics should be of prime conce'm to the Center, Several aspects were ifi necd**^ 
- of study, but especially reading motivation in young people and literacy 
maintenance among adults. As' the Center pursues its goal of helping America 
become more of a reading nation, it should build on the expericnoes 'of 
groups such as the American* Book Publishers Council's Committee on Read- 
ing Development and ^hc National Book Committee. 

The purposes, of Reading is Fundamental, Inc. (RIP) were described by 
Mrs. Robert McNamara and Ruth Graves. RTF, a national organization that 
makes inexpensive books available to children, ^tves most of its books away. 
In her comments Miss Graves urged thjc Center for the B^pok to take full 
.advantage of regional pride and good wiU; for example, the proposed festival 
of the book should not be.confined to Washington, D.C. "She also suggested 
^he application of many of -the programs of the Library's Division for the 
Blind and Physically Handicapped (DBPH) to wider purposes. -One example 
would be the use of recordings from DBPH*s talking books program on radio. 
The book aJso should be promoted through public service aHvertisements on 
b(|th radio and television. Another possibility was the publication and distri- 
lotion of annotate<l reading lists. The Center also should find a way to mak^^ 
use, of experience being gained by the "courses by newspaper" programs now- 
underway. ^ * 

/ " _ - * ^ 

.' ■ » ■ • 

. TTte Creating of Books 

Jaroslav Pelikan e-xpressed his hope that the Center would make, a contribu- 
tion to the scholarly study of scholarly writing. He mentioned three topics 
needing attention: the editing of texts^ .translations and translating, and the 
writing of non-fiction. The last subject, the process of creating a scholarly 
work of nonj'fiction, was an especially fertile area for exploration. 

Author John Hersey applauded the creation of the Center but added a 
word of'Caution about 'govemmentaF zeal for the arts. He did feel, however, 
that this declare'd intention on the part of the Library of Congress to find 
new ways to support, the book would be welcomed by authors. The cer'emo- 
nial'aspect of such^-^ctivity shoxzlcHnot be neglected; for example, the consul- 
tantship in ^jjpefiry was"**^tist right, 'and additional consultantships sKould be 
established* He urged the Center to concentrate a limited number of projects, 
commenting that a rifle — rather than a shotgu# — approach would be best. 

The need to entice more readers to more books in all parts of the United 
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States was stressed by William McPhc^on. The Center should encourage 

people -co read and -never lose :«ght of ^hc general reader who, after all.^is 

probably the most important person in the entire process, Mr* McPherson 
suggestcdfthat tKc Center explore ways to raise the level of book reviewing, to 
cncouragrf rn.ore and better reviewing of a greater jiumber of books- 

General :<I2ammcnts 

Librajrar^ Boprstin ncxt^ asked participants for their comments and for 
^ additfonal ideas about what the Center might do with -regard to the reading 
.and creating of books. Clare Boothc Luce talked about the need to make the 
^ book more visible, noting for example that there was rarely any suggestion on 
network television that anyone ever read. As a partial remedy, she felt the 
Cent^r^ might encourage the networks to make l-^ ' a natural part of^thc 
background or decor of more television program ^ newspaper editors 

should encourage readers to write letters describ**-^ :i 250 words or less, 
bo'oks they have recently read ^'and enjoyed- Such letters should appear regu- 
. Marly on the editorial or '^op^ed** page^ . ^ " * 

Matthew Hodgson raised the possibility of the Center for the Book^ponsor- 
ing literary prizes, or at Ic^st studying the need and purpose of such prizes, 
pointing out that the National Book Awairis seemed to be in *'a state of 
disarray." Marcus Cohn pointed out that a substantial increase had been 
recommended for the Public Broadcasting Service (PBS). He felt the Center 
should immediately begin discussions with PBS officials to sec how at least a 
portion of those funds might be used to promote books and reading. It was 
likely that PBS would be receptive. 

George C.^ McGhee reflected oh t'&fc need to see that books ^re available at a 
reasonab?c price while still keeping competition alive. Since books prices arc 
so high<, he suggested tlile formation of'new -kinds of lending arrangements— in - 
hotels and airports, f6r example. Perhaps the Center could encourage these 
new arrangements. Wa5ter Davis felt that the Center and the AFL-CIO Depart- 
ment of Educationpru^t work together to encourage home libraries, reviving, 
an earlier AFL-CIjO^ project- Stephen Garrett hoped' the .Ccn|er, in its \>rts 
.to encourage reamng, would offer concrete su^estions about how co find 
time to read. Another goal should be to make reading more ^'socially accc - 
able and desirable.'* . . -JL^ 

Ernest Boyer called for the 'Center to inyolve. schools in '^^oncem about 
books^ the media, and reading- A first step could be the cosponsorship, with 
the Office of Education, of a seminar on **The Book, 'Tele vision* and xjac 
Classroom.'' Leeds Barroll described the state histories proy^ct -recc^ntly 
funded by the National Endowment ^fbr the Humanities. He cited it as .n 
exafnple of a program W^Jiere *con^e?if, in this case the history of a particular 
stat'65^^^stimulated an interest in reading, and-' cautioned the Center against 
promoting reading simply because 'heading is good,." Paul Brandwein' sug- 
. gested tKat the Center look into the process ,whe^by non-reading activities, 
e.g., music^ art, drama, and photography, lead to reading. He also commented 
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on the benefits and the dangers of **prc-digcstcd culture or **conripact deliv- 
— ery systems of che-culture" as r<~presented by most textbooks. - — 

The Scllinj^ af Books - ^ 

Dan Lacy discussed ways in which the Center for the Book could have a 
lasting influence on the book, reading, and American culture. In addition to 
its concern about book publishing and selling, the Center must become 
involved with the educational process^ the media, and especially with those 
organi;&ations already exerting great influence on the shaping of our so'ciety. 
This list would include agencies such as the National Endowment for the 
* Humanities, the National Endowment for the Arts, arid the newly e5tablish<;d 
National Center for the Humanities, The, Center's most useful function might 
be as a catalyst in bringing these and other organizations- together. If it is 
successful, it soon- will develop its own standing as a public interest organiza- 
tion dedicated to enhancing the role of the book in our society- 
Robert Hale commented on the need for continued cooperation between 
librarians and booksellers. He endorsed the Center's stated purpose of helping 
^'awaken our nation to the world of books'>s^^nd two of the ideas discussed 
earlier — the festival of the book and raising the level of book reviewing. The 
Center, however, should put a top priority on sponsoring programs or semi- ^ 
nars about children*s books; for the United States was far behind many 
European nations in developing children's^ book programs. He felt that a 
-strong central force with a truly national emphasis was needed, and hoped the 
Center might be that force. 

Arth'ur Brody a'ddressed the problem of making more books available to the 
public and hoped tbe Center could study some of the obvious problems and 
inefficiencies in the present system of book distribution. He also" looked to 
the Center to encourage the idea that books shoulc^ be available in locations^ 
besides libraries and bookstores. For example, certsu^n savings banks now have 
circulating libraries* The Center sKould stjjnulate other ''unorthodox*' ^neans 
ook distribution. - . 

TTie Study of Books 

a Thomas Tanselle reminded the audience that the Cerurer for the Book 
was to have a scholarly side as* well. He outlined several *vays it might stimu- 
late- the study of the history oF brooks and printing,^ focusii?^ on the topics of 
analytical bibliography and scholarly editing. The Center could encourage 
textxial studies, prepare or encourage the compilation of analytical bibliogra- 
phies, serve as a clearinghouse for techniques of bibliographical knowledge, 
promote higher bibliographical standards, publicize the importance of retain^ ' 
ing, duplicate qopies of books for historical study, and encourage libraries to 
retain bibliographical oddities for further study. It could publish useful guides 
and bibliographies and perform certain coordinating fuxictions, e,g,, bringing 
together^various chronological imprint catalogs. 

Terry Belanger supplemented Mr* Tanselle's remarksA He also questioned 
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kow far the O&nter could or should go in ^attempting to -stimulate reading and 
mentioned sortie of the differences between the book as a medium and the 
* book as a physical object. The study of the'history of the book is byTits very 
nature an interdis-ciplinary study, and the^ Center could be a use£xll*stimulus' 
and resource to scholars engaged in historical, studies. ' * 

^^X^eneral Cotnrriemts ^ " * ^ 

. ^ Following the list 'grmip of prepared reixlarks^^ Librarian Bo ors tin • asked 
individual participants for their "comments and for additional ideas. Kay Sex- 
. ton hoped the Center could' help break down the barriers that e'xist between 
the book world (an "awesome" yet "cloistered" world) and the general pub- 
lic: Stanley Marcus made sevefal^bservations about the antiquated marketing 
methods used in the 'book industry, emphasizing that books were 'in competi- 
. tion yidth two- factors: disposal incojp.e and time. He felt further study into 
took distribution and marketing jhethods would -be^ useful; children's books, 
' for example,^ could be made much more attractive. The importance oi^ budget- ■ 
in^ thrie,^ especially time to read, cannot be overestimated. Perhaps the 
schools could -somehow assist in teaching children its importance, - * 

Hendrick- Edelman expressed his hope that the Center might pay special 
attention to the sociology of reading and to the international aspectsl'of 
books and reading. One^ important topic is the role of the book in aiding and 
abetting cultural pluralism. Nearly everything published commercially in^this- 
.country reflects the Anglo-American point of view, ^ven though some of the 
richest library collectiojis are. in foreign languages- The distribution of foreign 
l^g^age books in this country is a major problem even though certain organi- 
zations such as the American Bible Society have been successful* The tech- 
niques of such organizations should be studied." 

Tovmsend Hoopes reinforced several of the ideas expi^essed earlier^ in par- 
ticular, the need for the Geitter to establish its priorities and begin doing a 
few things well before the agenda is expanded. The idea of having a festival of 
the--book in Washington Vid simultaneous festivals in other parts of the 
nation is^ good one. The Center also should consider the,role it might play in - 
honoring^outstandrng books and authors. While the Center may wish to avoid 
bestowing any awards, it could provide the occasion and settijig foj awards 
given by others. Finally-, Ted Waller has suggested," the Center may want to 
distribute reading lists to libraries and other organizations around the coun.try 
on a continuing^ timely basis. - % - 

Arthur Coons explained his view, that the Ceirter- should support projects 
that recognized ,the role of the book as the principal vehicle of our cultural 
heritage- jSince statistics show that 60% of the people in this coiuntry do npt 
read books, the subject of reading motivation is of prime ^importance, 

Susan Wagner. pressed ^surprise at the' evangelical tone of many of the 
S^dous comments and hoped the Center would npt overlook topics such as 
' ' ^nsliip , between the law ajidlrhe'commuxiicatibn ' 
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Albert' emphasized the need to encourage competent translations; iri 
fact the whole subject of translation deserves attention-^ ' . ^ 

Luncheon disx:tission > *7> ^^ " • 

Librarian Boorscin focused -the luncheon discussion on four, tjbpics: tele- 
"vision" and the book, book reviev^^ing, book distribution, ^d book awards- 
■^Some of the ideas emereing from the discussion were: ^ ^ , 

Television and tile book, " ^ 

Major communications corporations, e.g/, -Xerox and IBM, should be 
asked to hel^^ponsor televisipn programs about the book and, at a later 
' date, about the Center itself- 

Suggestions for further reading might be included as part of the ''credits^' 
portion af the conclusion of many television programs, - ^ 

Television^ executives and other representatives, of the broadcast media 
should be included at future Center for the Book gatherings- 

The potential of cable television should not be ignored. 

Novelizations on television attract a ^ wide audience and many publica- 
tions related to those programs are now being sold. Perhaps the Center 
could expand on this idea,^stimulating the publication of a variety of 
pri^t materials t<Sr accompany television programs. 

The Center should work with the Advertising Council, perhaps in cooper- 
ation with the American Library Association and other groups. 

The creative , use of television iit schools needs further expl^^ration and 
, support. 

. Book Reviewing - 
Newspaper editors should be contacted to disciiss the need for more and 
^ impr6ved book reviews in newspapers; a first step would be a speech by 
The Librarian before tlie American Society of Newspaper Edirors- 

'The Center should support the ALA program of syndicated book re vie ws- 

,The schools should encourage more book reviewing by students- . 

The Center should provide 3-6 month fellowships' for book reviewers, 
bring, them to the Library of Congress -to "refuel," hold seminars, and do 
what they can to raise the level of book reviewing. 

O .. .. '11 ' 



Att^jntionWiould also be paid- to improving the level o£ dtsct^an about 
. iJTOfcs- Perhaps the Center can find a way to assist ,the Informal book 
discussiojn club^ that exist throughout the-nation. 

Book Oistribution -' — , ■ *. . - 

The Center should encourage thfe distribution p£- books 'in bus stations as 

well as. airports, in factory lunchrooms as well as in hotels. 

• * - 

Lending books is good, but pride *^f ownership also is important— 
"""■^especially to children. 

The Center should find a formal way to. support Reading is Fun\iamental, 
Inc. _ - ♦ - ' 



Book Awards * '"V < 

Dr. Boorstin explained why the Library is reluctant' to become involved 
in giving prizes for anything, including book awards— it is "firaught with 
great ^dangers," both poUtical and pracrical Furthermore, in his opinion, 
prizes and awards Were of questionable value- One alternative, however, 
would be to honor all persons given prizes by others. Thi^ could be- done, 
rfor example, during the propo^d festival of the book.. In fact, it" would 
h^lp stimulate interest in tHe festiv^ and help focus attention on the 
Librai-y of Congress— and other libraries— as cultural centers. . 

Other Ideas ' ' i 

The potential of FM radio'for promoting books and reading is enormous. 

The CenteiLshould address the subject of authorship, perha.ps through a 
seminar on "the condition of authorship" that would explore the role of 
the author in our society. , - • " 

The Center must enlist the support of national assqisiations and not just 
those already involvtd—it should include business, fraternal, university, 
religious, and other associations in its efforts. In oth4r words, organiza- 
tions that have rarely before considered themselves par^ of the book' 
community should be invited to participate^ J/ 

The Center might help establish reading "s'tandard^' for young j^oplfe.' 



^ • TJI^E INTEJRJSfATIONAL BLOW\of Books 
J • - February 23, 1978 . . > 

- In cooperation with the Association of American' Publishers^ on February 
23^ 1978> the Center for the Book sponsored a meeting in the Whittall Pavil- 
ion to explore issues related, to the international flow of books* A second, 
purpose' of the meeting attended by. Library of Congress staff men\bers and 
26 individuals representing government agencies, library groups, and' the pub- 
^lishing industry, was to discuss ways in which the Center for the Book might 
^rve as a useful catalyst in the -area of international book and- library pro- 
gramSp The meeting was one^in a series of planning sessions intended to help 
the Center develop its program in each of its areas of interest* 

Leo Albert oper?.ed tlie meeting by calling attention to several new develop- 
ments relevant to the proithfltion of the boot internationally, namely *the 
forthcoming merger of the State Department's Bureau- of- Cultural Affairs 
with the ^U-S.irA. to form the International Communications Agency, the 
establishment of the Center for the Book,* the Belgrade Conference on the 
Helsinki Accords,- and an. 11-point .program of cooperation between U3: and 
Soviet publishers* Within this context,* he listed several obstacles hindering the 
international flow of information that should be of concern to the .assembled 
group and to the Center for the Bool%^ including problems related ^o literacy, 
reading motivation, access to and distribution of b£iQks,^censorship'by foreign 
governments,- the ujr^illingness of many countries toV^hscribe to the, Beirut 
and Florence Agreements, currency convertibility, and international copy- 
right. ^ . * 

^Daniel J. Boorstin, The Librarian of Congress, vvelcomed the group and 
commented on several of the topics mentioned by Leo, Albert- The Librarian 
stressed the importance of two topics that .had particular relevance to the 
activities and collections of the Library o'f Congress: currency convertibility 
and translation- He also addressed the potential role of the Center in the area 
of international book and libriary . programs. His m^or point , was that the 
Centeri in its international role, wOxitd not function as or replace the Govern- 
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"ment* Advisory Committee on Interrlational Book and Library Pi^granik 
(GAC)-, which' -existed from 1,962 until 1977* The Center is an -informal. 
Voluntary organization that will have no official government role, advisory or 
otherwise. It will be project-oriented and opes, by and large, to serve as a 
r catalyst iri stiiiitilaring other organizations to -carry out th&se projects. It 
should serve as a forum ^ for the discussion of important issues in fiie inter- 
^* national book world, but naturally must remain non-partisan and non- 
commercial. There- was no doubt as to the objective of ,th^ Center's 
- involvement in international ' book matters, however; it was to strive to 
improve the frefe flow of books across national boundaries* j> ^ 
^ John Cole, Executive Director of the Center, supplemented the Librar- 
ian's remarks and described the seminars and other pro^:arns*being planned. 
Each of these niight have an international aspect and Sdcjitibnal suggestions 
were welcome— especially proposals^or ccS)peration between th^ oCenter and 
any of thd organizations represented at^e meeting- , , ^ 

Frank M^Gowan provided the group with an overview internation^ 
role now being played by the Library of Congress- He noted £hat the Library, 
now has i>verseas- offices throughout the world* Their primary function is to 
acquire and catalog books and other materials 6-om>the counft-y in which 
they are located. The activities of these offices plus the Library's exchange 
agreements with institutions throughout the world, have mac^ the Library of 
Congress an international as well as national^brary. Millions of. foreign' items 
are acquired each year- and 65% of the Library's "book collection is in a 
language -other than English, Barbara* Ringer brought the gro^ip up to. date 
about developments in international copyright, . stressing the need: for the 
United*vStates to join the Berne, convention and so strengthen its visibility in 
UNESCO. She also- discussed the doublcTtaxation problem; current develop-, 
_ men ts_ in UNESCO, particularly thetHtemational Copyright Information Cen- 
ter;^and technolo^cal problems, especially with regard to cable television and. 
videotaping. She felt the Center ^hoold become involved with UNESCO's 
book and information programs as soon as possible. V 

Sam Wise reported on deveFopments at the current Belgrade Conference, 
noting that the role of the book was n^t a rnajor topic- Moreover^ there 
a^eared to be a stalemate of sorts on, those proposals that had been made " 
concerning the promotion of books and book s^es. The next meeting will be 
in Madrid in 1980. Robert Baensch described the exchange between U.S. and 
Russian publishers inaugiitated in September 1976 and the 11 recommenda-" 
tions macie in Nove^nber 197T by the' Association of American Publishers to 
facilitate book trade" and-- the exchange of translation rights between the 
United' States and the U-S.S.R^ Yale Richmond talked about the various 
exchange programs now being sponsored by the State Department, including 
the one month scholar-in-iresidence program, aiid exchanges of library offi- 
cials, actors, ^d.'theater specialises, and children's librarians. 

Harold Schneidman outlined the proposed functions of the new Interna- 
tional Communications Agency, to be created in April 1978 by the merger of* 
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the- State JDepartment^S' Bureau of Cultural- Affairs and the United States- 
InformatioirT^gency, He^feTt the Center for the Book could play^a useful role 
if it energetically encouraged the cUse of the book in prdrticular and print 
media in general in enhancing U.S. international cultural reladpiiS, To do so, 
it would have /to work closely with the International Communications 
Agency, other government agencies, and the private sector* lieo Albert en- 
dorsed the need for a formal communications system . between the State 
Diepartment and the private sector, and proposed the creation of an American 
counterpart , to the British Book Development Council, .possibly called the 
American Media Council, to assist in these matters. The creation of s^ch a 
Council, should be considered an agenda item for the Center for the Book- He 
also recommended that the Center, in collaboration with others> sponsor an 
inventory ^ of U.S. international book and library programs, both govern- 
mental "and private, and that^m embers of the assembled group continue to 
work to develop a convertibility prograrri that will be acceptable to the Con- 
gr^s. ■ i y • - ^ - 

The discu^ions of the desired role of the Center for* the Book in the 
international area continued- Martin ""Bevin felt the Center should consider 
hiring a full-tinie staff person to coordinate its international activiues. It was 
suggested^ that ^his person produce a newsletter containing information about 
translation rigt*^^orthcoming international meetings "and pu^^lications, etc* 
Richard Griff5*i^s^uggested that soft currency in foreign countries might be 
used to train t^^slators and o^tors in those countries- Robert Frase dis- 
cussed the need to move'^'the Florence Protocol Agreement to the U-S- Senate 
for consideration— and to persuade Canada to^join the 'agreement. Jean 
Lowrie expressed ,the need to involve librarians at all 'levels in international 
exchanges* . . r 

Robert Bernstein recommended the Center as tlie appropriate sponsor for a 
proposed annual **Books from America" exhibit to be shown in fojeign coun- 
tries- The books, donSted by American publishers, \^ould be representative or 
the. year's publications about American civilization- " 

Carol Owens summarized the discussions andr^ added several ideas. S\ie 
' endorsed the proposed role of the Center ?ts.a catalyst and the notion- that Jt^ 
have one staff person"~^to coordinate* international activities- The vahze of 
information exchange among people in the international book \yorld cannot 
be pverestirnated, but an occasional newsletter can serve th^ purpose admira- 
bly* Large, representative meetings should be directed 'at discussions of spe- 
cific themes. The Center shoizld be issue-oriented, with specific projects (and 
seminars) ^veloping from concern vwith the issues. Within the^ broad frame- 
work of the flow. oTbooks tp and from the U^S-, the following general topics 
need attention: translation, language training, development of library science 
. and the training of librarians in foreign coiiJi tries, publishing in foreign coun- 
tries, universal acceptance of and adherence to* domestic an.d international 
'copyright la^ys, . free flow of books within countries and across narional 
boundaries, access to and distribution of books, and exchanges of people in 
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the l^ook world. The first> order of business woaold be^, suggested by Leo 
Albert, aJi inventory, of what is being done and by^whom. This compilation 
^ would also h*§lp identify specific ^needs. and further identify the individuals^ 
sind' organizations most interested in and capablerof filling these needs- ^ 

The meeting*concluded with agreement to appoint a smalX cpftimitteeliepre-, 
. sentatiye of the assembled group," with appropriate additions," to work/ with 
V the- Center in shapinjg its role and program with regard to internation^ book 
matters- J - 



ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE . ; 
^ • March 23, '19^ 

Twenty incKvidtials representing the bpolc aii<J eS^Tcd-t^onal conimunxties 
meti in the Whittall Pavflion.pti March 23 for the :^^cond general planning 
meeting to discuss the development p£ the Library's newOenter fqr the" Book, 
The first meejting, held on October 20, 1977, solicited^ ideas about potential 
Center^ for the Book activities. This meeting focused on the question of ^e 
Center's organizational structure. • ^ - 

Librarian of Congress T^aniel J. Boorstin welcomed the participants. He 

,anhounx:ed that George 'C- McGhee, former U.S* ambassador to Turkey* and^to 
the Federal -Republic of .Germany, and former chairman of the board of 
Saturday Reviewy would serve as chairman of the Center's National Advisory 
Board: -Hie Librarian next reminded his audience of the Center's general 
ptirpose: to provide a national focal point for stimulating interest in all 
aspects of the book. Working with and through othe^ organizations, the 
Center will strive to enhance appreciation of the role of the book in our 

-society and :to encourage reading and the use of books- He emphasized that 
the Center wiU not compete with or replace any existing organization; indeed, 
itlseeks to develop worthwhile cooperative projects with many other groups. 
It\will be a voluntary organization, just as the book itself the most volun- 
tary of media." 

j^hn Y. Cole^ the Center's Executive Director^ reported on developments 
since the October 1977 planning meeting. He emphasized the need to involve 
authors* publishers, booksellers, librarians, educators, scholars, critics, and 
readers in all of the Center's endeavors and outlined the first steps that^have 
been taken toward developing such broad-based support- Each of^the pro- 
grams now underway is an experiment; new"* ideas are always welcome- ' 

1, Inmtational seminars, A national seminar on "Television, the Book, and 
the Classroom,** cosponsored l^HLth the U.S. Office of Education, will be 
• * held at the Library on April* 26^7, 1978. It, like a second seminar on 
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^ ^ '•'Chadxen's Reading-and Books: 'A Transatlantic Perspective," t<i^e held-^ — -- 

^ . *i on M^ch ^t2-.13, 1979, 'will bring together recognized national expents 
T^cuss and .define pertinent issues and identify topics in needjo/ 
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2. SpeciaWzed planning meetings. On'F^bfruary 23, 1978, ia cooperation 
' with the Assbciatapn of American Publishers^sA^Cei^ter hosted a gather- 
•ing of 30 persons interested in the international flow of books. On April 
13-14, 1978, it vvill bring' together at thcr Library 12 scholars and p^b? 

^ lishers interes^d dn the history of books and printing. The pur^posejof 
such meetings iS'^o exchange views about pertinent issues ^d to* rn;ake 
recommendations about ways in which the Center might server^ a " 
useful catalyst^with/n vaiio?3*ftSpeci^zed fijeldsr 




. 3. Specialized programs. On February 14, 1978, the Center, ir/cooperation 
with the— LibM^y^s-Rare Book and^ Special Collections Division, spon-. 
* ^ sored an illustrated talk on bookbinding by a proipiinent visitor from the 
British Library. On October 10, 1978; in cooperation with the Library's 
Latin American, Sp^ish, and Poirtuguese Division, it will sponsor a 
program on ."The Book in Mexico." The latter is the first in a series of 
programs about the role, of the book in various foreign cultures. ■ 

4- Receptians and other ceremonial events. In Chicago, on June 26, 1978, 
in cooperation with ' the American Library Association and^ perhaps 
^ther groups, the Center vwill sponsor a reception honoring authors of 
the Chicago area. In April 1979 the Renter might join with the San 
Francisco Public Library in several events honoring that institution's 
centennial. , ' ^ 

-In response to a question from Arthur Brody, Mr. Cole explained that the 
proceedings of all the invitational seminars will be published- It is also likely 
that m^y of the specialized programs vidll result in' pujplications. A mailing 
list Is being established to keep all interested parties informed about the " 
Center^s activities. f - . 

George C McGhee, chairman of the National Advisory Board, called, for a 
discussion of the organizational proposal distributed prior^o the meeting* He 
listed several questions to- be settled, including the names, sizes^ and responsi- 
bilities of the yariou^groups contemplated* He felt it was essential that 
involvement with the Center be considered an honor— but not an "honorary 
position^* in the sense that no work was required. He explained that *^em- 
bers'^ of the Center would be expected to serVe as "windows'* ^et^^Fn the 
Center and their respective corners of the book community^ ah3S:^^artici- 
pate, when appropriate, in the Center's programs. No dues will IS^im posed 
upon participants, nor is fund-raising the principal reason for constituting the 
Board of Advisors. The Center^ will be project-oriented and it is expected that"^ 
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interested individuals and organizations will j6in with the ^fiter to support 
specific projects or programs. The Center itself will remain skiall, relying on 
the Library of Congress for a obtain degree of administrative support,' on 
volunteers, and on existing organizatiohs- ^ ^ 

Mr. McGhee singled out another question for discussion: to what extent 
sh<^ld the Center for the Book becom'e 'a"jSnass" organization*? Was the 
Smithsonian Associattf^ organization a parallel? liAc^ponse to the latter ques-- 
tion» Dr. Boorstin thought- not, but Ann Heidbreder Eastnian suggested the 
name "Reader'* as one that might be considered for members of the larger 
organization if one developed. Barbara Tuchm^an thought this concept had 
appeal. In discussing nomencla^ture, Arthur Brody was noc enthusiastic about 
the proposed name of "^Companions*" Simon Micha^ Bessie felt this term 
should be reserved for individuals sin'gled out by the Center for their special 
contributions to the book community. . ' . 

The discussion resulted in gene^bJ (but notUnanin\ous) agreement on sev- 
eral points- The National Advisory Board will consist of approximately 80 
persons chosen primarily because of their devo^on to the book- The* Librar- 
ian of Congress will issue .the invitations, which will be for three-year, renew- 
able terms of office, ^Approximately half of the invitations -will go to 
rhembers-at-l^tgis and the rest to persons who represent organizations inter- 
ested in the Center and its activities* The first meeting will be held in late 
September or early October: A Sfeering Committee, also headed by Mr- 
McGhee, will provide guidance regarding the Center's functions and prioriti^. 

The development of a precise statement of purpose for the Center will^e 
an early responsibility ' of the Steering Committee- It also will establish the 
various membership committees- Eventually the Center plans to create, in 
addition to a finance/administration committee, membership committees 
reflecting the follo^ying areas of concern: history of books and printing; the 
future of the book, which will include the impact and uses of technology and 
other media; authorship and writing; publishing and bookselling; libraries and 
book use; reading and literacy, which will include children's. books and read- 
ing;* and the international flow of books. The committee structure, will be 
kept- in formal and flexible- For example, if , the re is no immediate interest, 
formation of a committee will be postponed- As projofcts dievelop, interested 
individuals and organizations will be brought ^ together* As Dr- Boorstin 
stressed, the Center should become a place ^of opportunity, a place where new 
and varied interests can combine to find new and varied ways to promote 
books and reading, ^ 

Many potential projects for the Center and its committees were discussed- 
Martin Levin saw two important needs the Center might fiilfill: improved 
communication about significant problems faced by various segments of the 
book community, e^g-, international book activities; and recognition of indi- 
viduals who have made significant contributions to the book community— a 
contribution toward stemming the tide toward depersonalization throughout 
the induLstry. Leo Albert mentioned a^ project that was needed in each of the 
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■ Center's areas of interest: an inventory of book programs now being spon- ' 
sored by both the government and the private sector. John Putnam felt it^ 
' would be useful for tLe Center to review the Charter of the Book; which was 
promul^ted during International Book Yeac- Margaret McNamara and 
-Dorothy Shields fointed'out the potential usefulness of public service^ adver- 
tising fat^the Center and its prpgrams. In a similar vein, G.eorge McGhee 
pointed, out potential'uses of the Advertising Council. . * 

Barbara Ringer expressed her belief that; the Center should be represented • 
at UNESCO meetings concerned w^th national and" international book pro- 
grams.. Leo Albert and I-Sarol.d Schneidman enlightened the group -about a 
^ particular UNESCO matter. They pointed out that the "new world in forma- ' 
* tion order" now being formulated by the UNESCO Advisory Group on World 
3 Communication Problems, could conceivably restrict the free flow of books 
and information among the nations of the world. The question was posed: 
what role, if any, shoiild the Center for the 'Book play in response to this 
possible development? / 

Ann Heidbreder Eastman /felt the subject of reading development was 
especially appropriate forfhe Center's consideration. She referred to the 
1951 conference on rea^img development sponsored by the American Book 
Publishers' • CouncU and hoped the Center m'ight support a similar meeting 
focuse'd, perhaps, on adult reading habits. Roysce Smith suggested the Center 
sponsor a panel at the 1979 convention dJuhe American Booksellers Asso^a- 
tion on this or a related topic. In fact the Association might use the subject of 
reading habits, or perhaps literacy, as a general convention theme. . •> 

Robert Erase suggested that^the Center, working through the ^al -Hist ory 
Association, encourage an "oral history of the book world" that would inter- 
view publishers, librarians, booksellers, etc. The tape recordings would be 
deposited in the Library. John Putnam mentioned the need for a newsletter. 
Mary Lethbridge e.xplained the nature of the Library oLCongrcss Infornuztion 
Bulletin and Quarterly Journal and proposed that the Information Bulletin 
publisfh Center for the Book supplements until a regular Center publication is 
established. - 
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THE HISTOR Y OF BOOKS AND PRINTING 
April 13-14, 1978 ^ . 



Morning discussion April 13: Introduction 

Fifteen librarians, scholars, publishers, collectors and editors from variotxs 
parts of the United States met in the Wils<;)n Room on April 13 and ^14 to 
- discuss contributions the Library *s new Center, for the Book might make to 
the study of books and printing* This gathering was the fourth in a series of 
Center for the Book planning -meetings. Specialists from xhe library of Con- 
gress staff joined the outside experts for the discussion- . - \ 
, Librarian of Congress Daniel J. Boorstin opened the meeting by.- stressing 
the need to remind our citizens of the great influence the book has had on 
^ the development of our civilization* It is one of our greatest "resources— and 
both a triumph of technology and a work of art. Its .uniqueness must be 
recognized and preserved. The bibliophilic side of the study of the book is 
important and naturally must be encouraged, but the social history of the 
book— its fundamental relationship to the rise of our democratic society — 
must be explored as well. The Center for the Book will serve as a catalyst in 
the world of books, reaching out to enhance appreciation of the book, to 
„ encourage its use, and to stimulate the reading habit. The Center will work 
closely .with other groups that have related concerns; it will not compete with 
any other organization for support- 
John Y. Cole, the Center's Executive Director, sketche4 the general pur- 
poses of the Center and its major areas of interest which include, in addition 
to the history of books and printing, the book and other media, the inter- 
national flow of books, authorship and writing, publishing and bookselling, 
ies and book use, and reading and literacy. * 
Members of the advisory group briefly sun^marized their major concerns. 
Ruth Mortimer recalled the needs and Ambitions of her students and hoped 
'the Center migltt serve a- general educational purpose, especially in the history 
of printing, David Godine feels the Center should try to reach jpeople who do 
not read or buy books,* which appears to be about 60% of the American 
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population. This should be done through specific,. focu$ed "projects. In addi- 
tion the Center should provide informatior^about publications and, current 
exhibits of -special interfcst- Joyce Wilson reminded the group of the impor- 
tance of children *s books to the endeavor. She and Adrian Wilson also" felt, it 
was essential to* encourage* historical research and better book design-, 'fhe 
•Center's 'potential function as a coordinatof'^and facilitator of historical Proi- 
ects was mentioned by Elizabeth Harri^. John Bidwe^ thoif^ht the Center 
, might serve as^a coordinator and stimulus in the relatively new field of 
19th-century* printing and paper history^ . ' 

Sandra Kirshenbaum would like the Center to serve as an educational medi- 
. um, treating the book, and its related parts as a whole and demon^rating how 
the book traditions of the past are beiiig expressed in our contemporary 
culture- She underscored a contradiction in need of ^further study: 'even 
though fewer people appear to be reading>^there is an explosion of interest in 
many aspects of our book heritage— especially in the book arts- 
Robert Nikirk expressed his conviction that we somehow must give school- 
children a greater opportunity to appreciate^ quality -in the book crafts. 
Another useful function of the Center would be the identification of organi- 
zations in the book world that need help. The Center should also identify 
scholarly needs and support the development of scholarly tools useful to the 
field. 

James Wells spoke about the 4^po];tance^of improving the quality of teachr 
ing in the area of the history of books and printing- In addition, there is a 
dearth of interesting, informed books at the popxxlar level. Moreover, some- 
one should be encouraging the translation of significant foreign works about 
the history of the book, J. M. Edelstcin voiced his hope that bibliophilic 
tQpics \vould not be ignored as the Center accented the social and intellectual 
aspect of the book's coptributibn to society. There are many useful -contribu- 
tions that might "be rhade in the field of bibliography. 

William- Todd cautioned the Center to avoid **dull scholasticism"; it will not 
inspire anything if it becomes overly scholastic* It should send out "cultural 
m^issionaries" to promote^ the book in the spirit of the Chautauqua move- 
ment- Another idea is. for it to award, or encourage the awarding, of beauti- 
fully designed books to children and others as prizes* Terry Belanger stated 
his belief that the Centers most. useful flmcrion would be to serve as a 
**switching post" for information and ideas- 
Leonard Schlosser described his view of history as an ongoing continuum 
and the importance of continually viewing the book within this perspective, 
always relating it to other media and technologies* The Center should not 
overestimate or be overly influenced by current trends-, especially in the craft 
movement- Thomas Tanselle noted that the subject of editing had not been 
mentioned. It is an especially fruitful topic for study because editing and' the, 
editor provide a connection hftetween the physical book and the contents of 
the book*, / • - ' 



Morning discussion April 13: The Educational Role 

The advisors agreed that tlie Center should act as a coordinator 'and" perhaps - 
- ^'consultant*' Avith regard to fellowships, giving advice and information but 
probably not oTfering its own fellowships. The pressing need is to identify 
research, tasks. aird" opportunities and then make that information more widely 
available* James \yelis mentioned the desirability' of greater support for indi- 
vidual!^ dissertations; Ruth Mortimer suggested the possibility o£ apprentice- 
ships. Thomas Tanselle hoped* jche Center would urge others, liicluding the 
-Library"^ f Congress itself, to undertake large but important projects such as 
'putting entries now in th^ National Union Catalog into<|Other formats that 
^ would be useful to researchers and bibliographers, e.g., arrangement by pub- 
lisher or imprint date. Such rearrangements can be done by computer once 
the Library agrees the effort is worthwhile, David Godine and William Todd 
urged the Center to proselytize on behalf of the book to^ew and different 
audiences* Mr. Todd advocated a "resident bibliophile" who would spend 
rnuch of his or her six-month term of office making public appearances 
around the country on behalf of the Center and its programs, 

John Y. ^Cole explained that 'in performing its educational function the 
Center will work closely with the Library*s exhibits and publications pro- 
grams- Both activities, under the leadership of Carol Nemeyer, the new Asso- 
ciate Librarian for National Programs, are being refocused and, in all ' 
probability, expandecj,. Because of these changes and the recent arrival of new 
Exhibits and Publications Officers, we now have a unique opportunity to 
develop innovative programs that will help brihg the Library of Congress and - 
- it^ resources to the 'nation in many new ways. Next, Michael Carrigan, th/e ^ 
-new' Exhibits Officer, outlined some of his plans and asked for ideas. 
\, -Robert Nikirk stressed the importance of encouraging high standards for 
exhibits; John Bidwell seconded the notion* James Wells questioned^ the idea 
of "permanent^* exhibits, pointing out that most of them quickly become 
stale. He also felt that^^aveling exhibitis should be sent to institutions other 
than libraries- (&Xa:n Fern, director of the Library's Research Department, 
underscored the need to expand the audience, using the Library's materials to 
support other organisations in our coitimon effort **to increase consciousness 
of the history of books and printing- "..-William Todd offered the idea of a 
"book- of the day** exhibit which woiild celebrate anniversaries of significant 
or especially ^interesting works. The labels or'^written materials prepared to 
, accompany the ^*book of the day*\exhibit could be shared with institutions 
around the country and the world. Robert Nikirk and Terry Belanger would 
like to see more miarket research performed to learn what types o/ exhibits 
- libraries wanted; William Todd and Leonard Schlosser disagreed, chajnpioning 
a leadership role for the Cente^ and the Library of Congress in traveling 

exhibit programs. ' _ . 

Leonard Schlosser cautioned against "be^coming "too rarified" in exhibit 
presentations- and programs. There is a vacuum to be filled with regard to 
major, authoritative book exhibits such as the former AIGA exhibit. Caji the 
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Center bring other organizations together to accomplish this kind of broa^,- 
general purpose that serves the entire book world? Sandra Kirshenbaurn- advo- 
cated an exhibit that demonstrated . the various, parts of the book and how 
thcy-are put together- Such an exhibit would help the Center meet one of its 
inajor educational goais: increasing appreciation for books and' for excellence 
in book making. Leonard Schlosser agreed^ but warned that the Library- 
should be wary of putting its imprimatur on anything that did not meet the 
highest standards- 

' LUnckoon discrussian April 13: Exhibits and Pub lie cit ions 

I>ana Pratt, the Library's new Publishing Officer^ tempted the auxiience 
with a description of the Library's publishing possibilities, comparing the 
institution's collections to -the holdings of a ^'marvelous candy store," Daniel 
J- Boorstin addressed the necessity of "awakening people to the beauty of aC 
J well-designed book," deploring in particular the design of certain American ' 
history textbooks^ Everyone agreed that the Library of Congress should con- 
tinue to exhort the Government Printing Office to improve the design and the . 
general quality of its publications. Sandra Kirshenbaurn asked if- the Library 
might assist other institutions by publishing or co-publishing their exhibit 
catalogs. It was agreed that for the present the Library of Congress needs to 
concentrate on its own program, but that, the Center might perform a clear- 
inghouse function with regard to information about book and book arts 
exhibits- ' * . 

The Librarian returned to the problem of finding specific ways *'to awaken 
readers to the fact that they are reading slomething that has been ^designed." 
•Might ncfi the Center encourage publication of* a ''primer of book design" 
that would include references to all kinds of books including paperbacks*? The 
impetus in tJiis direction probably will not come firom the private sector. 
Several persons pointed out that development of such a primer might be 
coordinated with the creation of exhibits or publications drawing attention to 
the different ^elements and processes that go into the making of a book.- 

A,ftemoon discrtcssiarz A.pril 13: Ptcblicatians and the 
(Dl^aringhotcse Punotion 

John Y. Cole asked for advice about how the Center might most effectively 
communicate with the book world and others outside our rather specialized 
world. Should it establish its own newsletter? Its own journal? Should the LC 
Information Btdletin 'and Qvuirterly Jaztrruzl be its primary vehicles o^; com- 
munication? Dana Pratt and other LC staff members provided background 
information about the Library *s publications -projects. There was agreement 
that the Library and the Center had to make certain basic decisions abou\ the 
Center's functions before a separate newsletter is -published. When developed, 
as it probably should be, this newsletter should emphasize the Center's 
unique perspective— and unique catalytic function — within the book commu- 
nity. A consensus also developed about the Qjudrterly Javcrnal: it desperately 
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accurately reflects the nature of the institution it represents! 

Robert Nikirk reiterated his concern about *outreach- Exhibits and many - 
other Library of Congress activities have little mefaning unless they are shared 
with others outside the institution. Those administering both the exhibits and 
publications programs must bear this in mind. Sandra Kirshenbaum asked if 
the Library. or the Center migbt support certain publication projects origi- 
nating elsewhere but thus far unpublished, Messrs. Nikirk, Schlosser, Godine^ 
and Belanger objected to any suggestion that the Center might compete with 
commercial publishers* Others quickly responded that perhaps the proper role 
for the Center was facilitating the publication of worthwhile manuscripts, 
- Others suggested that in addition to' this role, the Center would perform a 
useful function if it could identify and publicize possible funding sources for 
all book-related proposals, whether or not publication was a goal, 

Terry* Belanger identified several types of national registries that the Center 
might' appropriately support- Jkmes., Wells noted the desirability of analyzing, 
journal articles" in \ the book field. John Y. Cole pointed out that the Library's ' 
MARC office already was producing, for internal use, a '^monthly awareness 
service" covering books and other publications in library and information 
science. Perhaps the Center should sponsor vvider coverage and distribution c^f 
this service. Thomas Tanselle felt thai;^ in addition" to the clearinghouse func- 
tion, the Center should stimulate new, .original bibliographical works, both 
outside and inside -the Library. Moreover, it should do what it can to encour- 
age the cataloging' o^ the Library's specialized research collections, such as - 
those in the Rare Book and Special Collections Di\ision, ' the Copyright 
Office, and the Prints and Photographs Divisiop. Such efforts" are of wide- 

. spread interest to the field and should be given priority- 

■ A ■ ... * 

I 

Nloming^ discrussion y^pril 14-: Canclxtsion 

EAi^ahGth Eisenstein, joining the group for the first time, sketched' her 
major concerns. She explained that her view was that of a -cultural and intel- * 
Jectual historian. This led her to her first point: was not the Center's name 
too constrictive? Was it not in fact concerned with*rncTre than just the book 
-and with- all of "print .culture?" Through conferences and seminars, the Cen- 
ter should encourage a sharper definition of the problems we face because of 
the proliferation of printed materials. Our present '^economy of abundance''' 
has altered the traditional roles of the book and the printed word in our 
society- There are many dimensions of , this development that the Center 
might explore, including its impact on the history of libraries^ data collection, 
book production, book distribution, and book consumption* Specific topics 
tfould be illuminated by exhibits aad graphic displays using maps, charts, aiid 
statistical data. K^ase studies might include "encyclopedias through the. ages," 
pornography, printing as publicity, missionary movements (how many lan- 
guages is the Bible translated into each year?), translations movements, and 
"the reading public in the media age,*' Other thernes worth pursuing are 
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J. textbooks, aiid their-^oie iii^ociety^ mxisic- pri as a - 

genre. ^ -.-^ 

There was a discussion about t^ie f>ossibility of the Center maintaining- a 
•*research-in-progress*'^ file for the area of the history o^. books and printing* 
Tom Tanselle pointed out that certaiii publication^ already^ perform this func- 
tion; moreover, he felt a continuing list of "things that need tro be done'* 
would be more usefuL Others proposed that the Center index or abstract the 
various book and printing newsletters already in existence,. 

William Matheson, Chief of the Library's Rare Book and Special Collections 
• EHvision, spoke^of his experiences in organizing the first four Engelhard lec- 
tures on the book- The advisors endorsed the Library^s recent decision to use ; 
funds donated by Mrs. Charles W. Engelhard to support inform^ talks by 
specialists instead of the previous formal lectures. The informal talks have 
become part o f 'the Center *s program- ' - ' ' ' ■ ' . , ■ 

Sandra Kirshenbaum proposed that the Center encourage, or perhaps spon- 
sor, a traveling corps of speakers, Elizabeth Eisenstein endorsed the idea of 
popular talks about book-related subjects and recommended talks for elemen- 
tary and secondary school children. Exhibits Yor young audiences would be a^ 
desirable contribution. School teachers are another important audience. The 
group vetoed' any suggestion that the- Library or the Center have a biblio- 
graphic press or give practical demonstrations on such a press. The Smith- 
sonian Institution is performing this function and doing an excellent job- 

Everyone agreed that the: Center should have a "physical presence': witliin 
the Library once the move to the new Madison building makes more space 
available. For the first time the feook community, incljiding librarians, .pub- 
lishers, ^polcsellers, authors, aij^ "scholars, will have a place to meet and 
socialize within the Library of Congress. It was suggested that this meeting 
area be connected to a reading room of basic books and^^riodicals about all 
subjects of interest to the jCenter. 
# John Y. Cole explained -the rationale behind the Center's planning meetings 
and the events it has scheduled thus far. He discussed the Center's role as 
both a forum and a catalyst, pointing up the need to -^^^velop the widest 
possibld' support vvithin and oUtsidp the book community. The Center itself 

• will remain small, relying on volunteer help, on other organizations, and, 
when appropriate, on xhe staffs of various Library of Congress^ divisions- It 
will make every- effort .to enjrich the Library's programs and hopes' to provide 
a newintemal focus and stimulus for many Library activities. 

Leonard Schlosser ralked about the difficulty of enlisting the appropriate 
persons from the book majiufecturing industry in the Center's endeavors- 
And he volunt&ered to help. He also stressed the relative insignificance of the 
book publishing and manufacturing business when compai;ed to the industry 
as a whole and echoed others who had advised the Center to incorporate the 
**print media" within its scope of interest- Where, he asked, is the lino, of" 
demarcation between books, magazines, newspapers, audiovisual materials, * 
etc,? Much took publishing today is in fact **n6n-book.'* 
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EJavid -Godinc made several points—about^ the, Ce4iter- and* its audiences — 
potential and actual. He felt too much effort is being spent **preaching to the 
converted.*! The most important audienc^^ outside" the relatively narrow, 
academicaIly--oriented book lovers represented at this meeting. How do we 
reach those ho have not been convertedf? *h6w can the Center involve the 
*'non-book'\ organizations that already reach these audiences- Many erf these 
organizations are capable of providing extensive and free publicity. Finally, 
how can the Center develop the support ^jjc/ithtn the Library of Congress that 
will giye it impetus and direction? Without such internal support .it will 
undoubtedly fail. ' * . • 

" Alan Fern responded^ to Mr* Godine aind concluded the session- He out^ned 
the opportunities the- Center had to stLmulate the Library of <^ongress itself, 
especially in focusing and coordinating certain cultural events iand in strength- 
ening the Library's research and scholaxly a'ctivities. The Library of Congress 
is now trying to mobilise its scholarly staff to serve a national clientele of 
book people, researchers, and scholars. Tite Center for the Book will play an 
important role in this effort, as will Dr* Boorstin's proposed Council of Schol- 
ars- But in order to succeed, the Library must have the support and the^ ideas 
of each petson in the room, • 
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PUBLIC LAW 95r.l29— OCT. 13, 1977 

Public Law 95-129 
95th Congress 

' • * ' ^ " ^■'^ 

To provide for the e«tabliahment of a Center for the Book in the Library of 

C^^ress, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted hy iJie Senate and House of Representativea of the 
United States of Arnerica in Congress assembled^ - . 

' \ DKCr*ARATION' ^OT nNT>lKGS ANT>^ PTJRPOSE 

I- I. — — , ^ 

SEcnoN"l. The Con^s^ress hereby finds and declares — 

(X>^at the Congress of the United States on April 24, 1800, 
established for itself a library of the Congress; 

([2) that in 1815, the Congress purchased the personal library* 
of the thir^ President of the United States which contained mate- 
rials on every science known to man and described such a collec- 
" tion as a "suostratnm of a great national library"; 

(3) that the "Congress of the United States in recognition of 
the impo]:tance of printing and its impact on America purchased 
the Gutenberg Bible in 1930 for the Xation for placement in? the 
Xi.brary of Congress ; 

J (4) that^Jhe Congress of the United States has through statute 
'and appropriations made this library accessible to any member of 
the public; ' 

(5) that this collection of books a'hd other library materials has 
now become one of the CT^atest libraries in civilization; 

(6) that the book ana the printed word have had the most 
profound influence on American civilization and learning and 
nave been the very foundation on which our democratic principles 
have suinrived ^through our two. hundred-^^ear history;. 

(7) that in the year 1977, the Congress of the United States 
assembled hereby declares its reaffirmation of the importance of 
the printed word and the book and reco<?nizes the importance of 
a Center^ for- the Book to the continued study and development 
of written record as central to our understanding of ourselves 
and. our world. ' ' 

It is therefore the purpose of this Act to. establish a Center for the 
Book in the Library of Congress to provide a program for the investi- 
gation of the transmission of human knowledge and to heighten public 
interest in the role of books and printing in the diffusion of this 
knowlcidge. ' 

_ " " • J ; * nEFixmoN's ' / \ 

SecJ 2* As used in this Act — 

(1) the term Center means the Center for the Book; 

(2) the term Librarian means the Librarian of Congress- 

BSTABucssarRyr of the center 

Sec. 3. There is hereby established in the Labrary of Congress a 
Center for tie Book. 

The Center shall be under the direction of the Librarian of Congr^s. 
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2 use 174. 



2 use 175- 
Regulationft. 



Sec. 4. The Librarian tlirough the "Center shall stimulate public 
interest and research in the role of the book in the diffusion of ^knowl- 
edge through-such activities as a visiting s<:-holar program accompanied 
, by lectures, exhibits, publications, and any other related activities, 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

Sec. 5. The Librarian of Congress, in carrying out the Center's 
functions, is authorized to— 

(1) prescribe such regulations as he deems necessary; 

(2) receive money and othfer property donated, bequeathed, ©r 
devised for tlie purposesof the Center, and to use, sell, or otherwise 
dispose of such property for the purposes of carrying out the 
Center's functions, without reference to Federal disposal statutes : 
and 

(3) accept and utilize the services of volimtary and noncompen- 
sated personnel and 'reimburse them for travel expenses, including 

diem,, as authorized by section 5703 of title 5, United States 



Approved October 13, 1977. 
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